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Welcome to the Autumn edition of Pedalcar News on 

the back of what has been a season of great racing. 

The Dobson White Partnership British Pedal Car 

Championship saw some moments of individual 

brilliance as well as some inspiring team performances 

in 2008 which sets us up nicely for the 2009 season.  

Firstly, I’d like to congratulate Bristol Racing on 

winning their first BPCC championship in what turned 

out to be a dominant display of power and consistency. 

The Bristol squad not only displayed raw pace at every 

circuit, but also enviable reliability which counts for so 

much in the sport which we compete in. Based on their 

2008 exploits, Bristol’s first championship could be the 

first of many…. 

2008 also marked the end of an era in British Pedalcar 

racing as we know it.  The ever present and highly 

popular Great Central Racing decided that the 2008 

campaign would be their last thus ending a 12 year 

affiliation with the sport.  GCR won just about 

everything there is to win in our sport and many will be 

sad to see them retire. In more recent years, GCR, who 

used to dominate so convincingly in the late 90’s-early 

00’s, found it more difficult to win races. It was 

perhaps the icing on the cake when they became the 

first BPCC team to win the Ringwood Pedalcar Grand 

Prix in their final season after numerous attempts in 

the past. 

 
 

Rob 

The Rugby based squad has given so much to the sport 

over the last decade or so and it seems highly 

appropriate to document their contribution within this 

issue of PCN. The sport as we know it has been heavily 

influenced by GCR’s innovation and enthusiasm. 

One may point to the high number of Apollo chassis’ 

which circulate in the championship today. These cars 

arguably form the very core of British Pedalcar Racing 
and such an influence will sorely be missed in the future.  

By the same token, Radioactive Racing have also decided to 

call it a day, owing primarily to educational commitments. 

Radioactive’s decision to stop racing will come as a major 

disappointment for those who enjoyed their front running 

battles with Crude and Bristol over the last three years.  

Radioactive say goodbye to the BPCC with a most 

remarkable set of results and achievements. Their level of 

success over the course of just three seasons was mighty 

impressive and will take some beating in the future.  

 

Despite the departure of two well established teams, 2009 

is shaping up to be just as thrilling and challenging with the 

emergence of Swebelli as a PC1 force and the prospect of 

BAR finally getting it right. The winter months will prove to 

be pivotal in the quest for speed, fitness and reliability and 

will yield much. Until then however, let’s review 2008 and 
take a trip down memory lane. Enjoy the issue… 
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WANTED! 
 

“Project” Cars.“Project” Cars.“Project” Cars.“Project” Cars.    

 

Does anyone have an old car that they no longer race? 

 

 

 

What we are after are some cars that need some TLC, perhaps lacking a seat, brakes and some bodywork, but has 4 wheels 

and the basic bits to make it go! 

 

We have several potential new teams who want to race but don’t have access to welding or machining facilities. 

Your old chassis which is at present just sitting in the shed gathering dust could give a new team a start in the sport. 

Perhaps it could even be the beginnings of the next Crude Engineering or Great Central Racing?    

Please help us to help others get a leg Please help us to help others get a leg Please help us to help others get a leg Please help us to help others get a leg –––– up into pedal  up into pedal  up into pedal  up into pedal 

car racing.car racing.car racing.car racing.    
 

    

 

    

    

Contact: shenington@pedalcars.infoContact: shenington@pedalcars.infoContact: shenington@pedalcars.infoContact: shenington@pedalcars.info    
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BPCC Review 2008       Rob Fulford 

 
 

Round 1 – Shrewsbury 100 

 

The 2008 campaign started off in explosive fashion. 

Despite the rather cold and damp conditions, the Bristol 

squad wasted no time in getting their championship 

season started. Reigning champions Radioactive by 

comparison, had a slower start to the season, often 

chasing Bristol’s shadows and eventually coming home in 

3rd place. Great Central Racing were starting what was to 

be their last season in Shrewsbury and got off to a great 

start by beating the champions to second place behind 

the impressive Bristol. BAR racing followed home in 4th 

place after a few niggling car issues. At times, the 

Barlestone based squad showed signs of raw pace, with 

Charles Andrewes in particular showing blistering pace, 

setting the day’s fastest lap in the process. There were 

some entertaining battles further down the field with 

Sketty managing to gain the upper hand in PC2. The 

Swansea squad worked hard throughout and were 

rewarded at the chequered flag, squeezing out Swebelli 

for the PC2 win. In PC3, the absence of Revolution saw 

Killay and Sketty do battle in an all Swansea affair with 

the Sketty squad pulling clear and winning by 10 laps at 

the flag. In PCF, Bristol sent out an early message to 

Swebelli by clocking up an impressive win. The most 

notable performance arguably came in PC0 where 

Oaktec’s youngest driver at the age of 12 clocked up a 

mighty impressive 49 miles on his way to third in solo 

class and a remarkable PC4 victory ahead of Killay racing. 
 

Round 2 – Welsh 10 hour (Swansea) 

 

Round two of the British Pedalcar Championship saw many 

teams take a trip across the boarder to Wales. For many, 

the long journey to picturesque Margam would be the 

most labourious of the season. For the handful of local 

teams however, it would be the most convenient. Margam 

Park has hosted some fantastic 24 hour races in the past 

and the new 10 hour did not disappoint. The race started 

off with the “Big 4” racing off into the distance with Bristol 

taking the initiative early on. Radioactive and GCR followed 

closely keeping them honest in the first few hours. BAR 

enjoyed a great start to the race. In the first couple of 

hours, BAR were running as high as second and were 
settled in nicely despite only having three drivers 

At times, BAR were leading the line, lapping at the 

head of the leading trains for 20-30minutes at a 

time. As the race wore on however, fatigue set in and 

coupled with some mechanical issues, they eventually 

faded away in the race for the podium. The extremely 

bumpy nature of the Margam surface was the cause 

of a number of mechanical problems down the pit 

lane. One team who did not experience such 

problems were Bristol whose reliability, coupled with 

consistency ensured that win number two of 2008 

was in sight. Radioactive by the same token, began to 

grind out laps and slowly pull away from GCR in order 

to establish second place. GCR had a strong run to 

third ahead of the depleted BAR outfit, who finished 

fourth for the second consecutive race. 
The usual suspects at the start of the 08’ season 

The top 3 pulled away from the field a few hours in  
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PC4 and PC0 were both won in convincing style with 

Killay dominating the most junior class (and coming 4th 

in PC3) and Nigel Kirk, from Sketty, winning four out of 

the five races he entered in the solo category. However, 
not all the classes were so dominated…  

In PC2, Swebelli got revenge for their first round defeat 

by comprehensively beating Sketty on their home patch. 

Swebelli were the quicker outfit all day and managed to 

outthink Sketty on numerous occasions. Sketty were by 

no means a pushover as they were resilient in the early 

stages but as the race settled into a rhythm, the Rugby 

outfit asserted their dominance.  It was by any stretch, 
a serious wake up all for Roland, Croggy and co. 

The first 10hour at Swansea race was undoubtedly a success 

Perhaps the battle of the race was in PCF whereby Swebelli 

and Bristol fought an epic race. A superb effort saw both 

teams keep the PC2 winners in sight all race. By the flag, 

Bristol’s female squad edged out the Swebelli ladies by a 

single lap. To be separated by just one lap after 10 hours 

racing shows just how close this class really is. PC3 saw 

Revolution chalk up another win. The boys from Lincoln 

didn’t have it all their own way however as Killay’s lead PC3 

squad kept them in sight for much of the race before falling 
26laps behind by the flag.  

 

Round 3 – Shenington 24 

 

Round three saw the inaugural Shenington 24 hour race. This was arguably one of the most eagerly anticipated races of 

the season and it sure did not disappoint. From the off the top four teams in PC1 set off relatively close together with 

the first few hour seeing some close racing at the front with each of the four teams setting the pace on different 

occasions. However as the race settled into a rhythm, a more settled pattern began to emerge. Bristol raced off into the 

distance closely pursued by reigning champions Radioactive. Not too far behind were GCR and BAR who were locked in a 

thrilling battle for the last step on the podium. By a quarter distance, the race had assumed this pattern. Bristol 

gradually began to pull away from Radioactive to the tune of 300-400m per hour slowly establishing their foothold at 

the front. GCR and BAR were more evenly matched. As the race progressed, the teams swapped places several times. At 

the halfway point of the race, BAR were a lap up on GCR in third place. However, just three hours later, GCR has pulled 

out a 6 lap advantage and were looking strong for third place. BAR were not going to lie down however and started to 

plug back the gap. By 9am, they had assumed a 6 lap lead over GCR and the contest for third place was as good as over. 

At the front Bristol had assumed full control over the hardworking Radioactive. 23 hours into the race, Bristol were still 

lapping at a similar pace to that of 20 hours ago and were showing great consistency. Mechanically, the top 4 had 

almost no problems apart from the odd tyre change here and there and at times, the top 4 would be locked together 

nose to tail carving their way through the traffic. Come the end of the race, Bristol had claimed their second successive 

24hour win and Radioactive chalked up yet another podium. BAR managed to break into the top three for the first time 

in almost a year. GCR meanwhile finished outside the top three for the first time in the ’08 season. Further down the 

field, Swebelli’s PC1 outfit had a lonely run to 5th place. Despite showing turns of speed, the young Rugby squad did not 
trouble the top 4. With such a young squad, Swebelli can only expect to improve in future 24 hour races.  
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Shenington hosted its first 24 hour race. We want to come back here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The race for honours in PC2 was unfortunately an all Swebelli affair after the late withdrawal of Sketty. The lone PC2 

entry raced away into the lonely distance, scoring full points and effectively wrapping up the championship title at 

this early stage due to Sketty’s no show. PC3 saw Revolution put in a great performance to finish 9th overall and first 

in class. Revolution impressively averaged nearly 11mph despite having to stop from midnight to 6am as per 

regulations for the younger teams. PCF swung back in Swebelli’s favour quite convincingly as Bristol struggled to find 

manpower (or womanpower!) for the classic distance.  It was nonetheless a great effort by the two strong Bristol 

squad. It Derek Tweddle also put in another impressive performance whilst taking on the ultimate solo challenge. It 

was also nice to see the return both Team Nationwide and 20th Swansea who both returned to the sport. Team 

Nationwide particularly enjoyed themselves as was shown with their vocal support for the Boston based teams! All in 

all, the Shenington 24 was a resounding success. All eyes will now be on the 2009 race where we hope to host a 

bigger and better version of 2008. 

 

Round 4- Silverstone 

 

Round 4 saw the Pedalcar circus move to Silverstone, 

the home of British motorsport. Going into round 4, 

Bristol had perfect record with Radioactive, GCR and 

BAR having nothing to lose. As it happened, Bristol 

only had 2 drivers for the day whilst BAR tested a 

new chassis for the first time. Radioactive and GCR 

stuck with what they knew best after running each 

other so close at Ringwood the week before.  The 1-

2-3 hour format saw some great solo performances 

in race one. Radioactive and Bristol both opted to use 

long first stints with Bristol going solo for the whole 

of the first hour. Radioactive took the first hour 

ahead of Bristol and GCR. Derek Tweddle, who was 

solo for the day, superbly came home 4th in the one 

hour race, beating many PC1 teams in the process.  

Advantage Radioactive at this point. Race two 
however would mix things right up. 

Shenington’s first 24 was a major success. We want to come back here for ’09! 

The home of British motorsport. How about the home of 
Pedalcar Racing? 
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Race two saw Bristol put in a fine performance with 

just two drivers to hold off an off a charging GCR 

squad and a rejuvenated BAR outfit who were now 

getting to grips with their new chassis nicely. Martin 

Davis was particularly impressive, setting the fastest 

lap of the day. GCR’s second place meant that a win in 

the final race could see them take a remarkable win, 

their first since 2005. The final three-hour race saw 

GCR power to victory. Radioactive’s late surge meant 

that Bristol were demoted to third in the 3 hour race. 

The combination of results made great reading for 

GCR who took the overall win. It capped a remarkable 

7 days for the Rugby based squad, who built on their 

Ringwood exploits superbly.  

 

PC2 started closely with Sketty and Swebelli fighting a 

close battle in race one. Over the next 5 hours 

however, Swebelli showed just why there are the 

reigning champions by powering away from the 

Swansea based squad, sometimes on two wheels! 

Another notable performance came from Revolution 

who continued to impress by racing home to 9th 

position overall and interestingly a mere 8 miles 

behind PC2 winners Swebelli. Who knows what these 

guys can achieve in the future?   

 

Silverstone welcomed back the BHPC to the 

championship. We also said a big hello to Black 

Chimera who we hope to see back in 2009. What 

struck me about the venue was the fact that there was 

space for almost endless variation. In addition, there 

was a very pleasant coffee shop complete with a 

seating area and high quality toilets. I for one hope we 

return here in 2009. 

 

 

Rounds 5&6- South Berkshire 

 

Rounds 6 and 7 were fought out at our favourate 

Blackbushe venue. Words cannot describe how 

good this track is.  Approaching one of the most 

challenging chicanes at 20+mph whilst trying to 

find your ideal line and also on occasion dealing 

with traffic makes for thrilling experience. 

 

Rounds 6 and 7 provided just that sort of 

excitement. Round 6 saw Blackbushe adopt the 

1+2+3 sprint format.  A mighty impressive 

performance form Matt Tooke saw Radioactive take 

the win in race one followed by Bristol, GCR and the 

ever improving Swebelli. Race two saw Radioactive 

fade away slightly as Bristol stamped their authority 

on the race. Swebelli had a great run to third place, 

beating GCR in the process. At this point, there was 

much enthusiasm from the Rugby youngsters who 

were thrilled at taking third place. This was the first 

tie that Swebelli had mixed it up in the top 3. It 

certainly won’t be the last.  Race 3 saw Bristol race 

away to take the win and put one hand on the 

championship whilst doing so. Radioactive followed 

home to a familiar second place ahead of GCR. 

Swebelli’s earlier promise faded somewhat in race 

three and had to settle for 4th overall. It was still a 

great result for the Rugby squad, who had their 

strongest race all season. BAR had another troubled 

day. After a strong run to third in race one, a series 

of teething problems with the new chassis put them 

out of the running for thirds and had to settle for 

5th. 

 

PC2 saw the two Swebelli teams power home for 

the class win ahead of Sketty. Revolution raced 

ahead in PC3 one again beating 20th Swansea and 

Killay whilst Swebelli gained the upper hand in PCF 

once again.  

 

On the edge!! 
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The arrival of Sunday morning saw Round 6 run 

as a 5 hour endurance race as opposed to the 

sprints on Saturday. This format arguable 

suited champions elect Bristol, who raced away 

for the win at a very impressive average speed 

of almost 20mph. There were kept honest by 

Radioactive however who trailed some 5 laps 

behind by the flag. The race started in familiar 

fashion with the top4 sticking closely together 

before Bristol made a move at the front. BAR 

attempted to go with Bristol but ultimately 

failed to catch them and ended up squabbling 

with GCR for third during the early stages. 

Radioactive were unable to get going early on 

and spend the opening 30mins chasing 

shadows in 4th place. The race then assumed a 

pattern whereby Bristol and Radioactive raced 

off into the distance chased closely by BAR and 

GCR. BAR however were to be denied a strong 

result once again in spectacular fashion by 

writing off the driveshaft two hours in. The lads 

were left scratching their heads once again in 

what was an all too familiar sight in ’08 for Neil 

Carter’s squad. Swebelli kept up the pressure 

on GCR for the first 3hours before fading 

somewhat to come home 4th once again. The 

weekend was very successful for Swebelli’s 

youngsters. They will look to be as competitive 

as they were at Blackbushe in ’09. 

 

In PC2, Swebelli continued their dominance by 

bringing home both cars ahead of Sketty who 

had to settle for third once again. It was a far 

cry form what we saw the year before at the 

Europeans when Sketty and Swebelli were 

separated by the closest of margins. Despite 

this setback,, expect Sketty to come out 

fighting in 2009. In PC3, the story was one that 

we are now familiar with Revolution taking the 

class win by an impressive margin. 20th 

Swansea certainly impressed on the Sunday and 

are a team to look out for in the future. It is 

always good to see Killay at the BPCC and long 

may their involvement continue. Their run to 

third in PC3 was full of good spirit and fun, just 

what this sport is all about. 

 
 

Round 7 – Curborough 

 

As I did not attend the season finale I cannot provide an in-

depth report. Race one saw Radioactive take another sprint 

race victory and whilst doing so, wrapped up the ’08 sprint 

title.  Matt Tooke in particular has been almost untouchable 

in one-hour races with only a handful of drivers running 

him close on occasion.  Races two and three saw Bristol 

assert their endurance dominance by taking both races to 

end thus securing their 6th win of the season.  Manchester 

were welcomed back to the fray after not attending 

Berkshire double header a few weeks previously. 

 

Bristol wrapped up a hugely successful season at 

Curborough and won their first PC1 championship in the 

process, setting records along the way.  PC2 was once again 

an all Swebelli affair at the front with car 19 setting a 

particularly impressive average speed of 18mph. Compare 

that with the average speed of the PC2 winners 6 years ago 

and you will see a marked difference. Sketty once again 

failed to show owing to various issues with drivers. They 

can take heart from winning the first race of the season at 

least and will look to build on that tally in 2009. PC3 was all 

Revolution. With the prospect of another year in PC3, 

Revolution will look to be their own records and targets set 

this year. A truly superb season will give them massive 

confidence next year. 

 

PC0 saw the return of Darren Carter, ex-solo champion. He 

was however not quick enough on the day to stop champion 

elect Derrek Tweddle taking another class win, arguably his 

most impressive of the season, racking up 84miles.  

Swebelli’s PCF win at Curborough was not enough to stop 

Bristol taking the title by single point after such a close 

season. This class couldn’t get closer. All eyes will be on 
2009 where Swebelli will look to reverse the standings. 
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Radioactive Racing say goodbye 
 
 

At the start of last year there was a slight change 

in the squad of Radioactive Racing, with the core 

3 of Phil Wilkinson, Simon Blay and Matt Tooke 

starting the squad, with Daniel Woodthope 

continuing from last year and the new driver of 

Shaun Pollard. And with their smart car thanks to 

The Dobson White Partnership the team were 

looking to have a good season. However the 

team didn’t get off to the best of starts at 

Shrewsbury but raised their game again for 

Margam. 

The team’s aim was to have as much fun as 

possible while being in a competitive attitude. 

This we think is the best way of racing and which 

rewarded us the title last year. However this year 

with half the team spreading out across the 

country, training and communication was hard 

and this showed in the team’s results, especially 

at Silverstone. However the team was winning in 

one of the hardest disciplines in the sport: the 

sprint races, Radioactive took the sprint title 

away from Bristol and continued to implement 

changing strategies to keep Great Central 

Racing, BAR and Swebbelli Racing at bay for 

second spot in the championship.  

One of the highlights of the season was 

Ringwood where disappointment showed coming 

second to a strong GCR with their brilliant new 

car, but leading the race for the majority of the 

time with a weakened team of 3 drivers, through 

the hectic streets of the southern town was a 

great accomplishment in itself. Also the loan of 

team manager Matt Tooke to GCR to participate 

in the European Championships in Italy was also 

a great experience to have gained. 

 

Fun times 

All in all Radioactive have enjoyed 3 years in the 

sport of pedal car racing. once championship 

holders, twice championship runners up, one 

international 24 hour win (under the name of 

Apollo Racing) , one British 24 hour win, 2 Sprint 

Championship titles, BAE Charity Champions 

2008 and never finishing off the podium are not 

results to be sniffed at. 

 

Radioactive wish the BPCC their best wishes and 

thank them for the past three years as they will 

not be participating in next years championship 

as Radioactive Racing due to other commitments 

across the country.  

 

We would like to thank Geoff Tooke for his 

continued support throughout the years as none 

of this would have been possible with out him, 

Jeremy Featherstone for the loan of the car, Phil 

Griffith-Owens, Chris Featherstone and Rob 

Cockroft for their technical help, Annette Tooke, 

Jim Booth and Mrs Pollard for their contribution 

of time and effort with transport, all the drivers 

who have stepped in for us at various points and 

as team manager I would like to thank my team 

for giving me some of the best years of my life. 

 
Written by Matt Tooke 
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The “British Pedal Car Grand Prix”The “British Pedal Car Grand Prix”The “British Pedal Car Grand Prix”The “British Pedal Car Grand Prix”    

(Ringwood 2008)(Ringwood 2008)(Ringwood 2008)(Ringwood 2008)    

    
The “British Grand Prix” – a very grandly titled race 

and probably the most widely publicised event in 

pedal car racing – is in effect a 2 hour charity race 

around the streets of Ringwood and forms part of 

the Ringwood Festival. 

To those of us used to racing events with a minimum 

available track time over the course of a day being 5 

hours, it is frustratingly short but there is only a 

limited time during which you can close the main 

road in a busy town, cut off Sainsbury’s from the 

outside world, and close the bus station! 

To me, this was definitely the easiest event of the 

year though. 

 

It was wonderfully simple to get up in the morning, 

hook up the trailer (which contained just the one car 

and a few spares) and drive down to meet the rest of 

the team there. It is at times like this that I realise 

how much easier life would be if I just ran a single 

car PC1 effort (sorry, Swebbelli but you do make life 

difficult…). Actually, this being GCRE, there was also 

one of the Swebbelli Apollo’s in the boot which was 

being loaned to Ringwood Christian Church for the 

day but this hardly complicated things as they turned 

out to be some of the nicest people you are ever 

likely to meet. 
 

The race itself is in the afternoon, but signing on is 

four hours prior to this and then the cars are 

displayed in the square for members of the public to 

have a look at and for teams to pace nervously 

around eyeing up the opposition. 

The Championship teams were represented this year 

by Radioactive, BAR and Great Central but the rest of 

the outfits were teams who only do this one short 

race every 2 years (and some of them the similar 

New Milton event which runs alternately). Our 

attempts to make the point to these enthusiastic 

squads that pedal car racing does actually exist 

outside of Hampshire, and there are many other 

races during the year and even that we were racing 

at Silverstone the week after were met with the usual 

polite incomprehension. However, Rob managed to 

lure some of them into conversation and left fairly 

optimistic that some of them might make the trip all 

the way to Blackbushe – an optimism that eventually 

proved unfounded but you can but try! 

 

For some reason this year I didn’t suffer from the 

nerves I usually get before this one. Perhaps because 

Great Central were racing a brand new car which Phil, 

Tookey and I had put together in 2 weeks flat (Chris 

and Alistair were finishing the body work up to an 

hour before the grid formed!) and really this was its 

first test and a good shake down before the 

championship race the next weekend or perhaps it 

was simply because for the first time at Ringwood we 

were not coming here as British Champions with the 

honour of the wider world of pedal car racing to 

uphold. 

Ringwood cars are always great to look at 

Fighting for the lead! 
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The driver’s briefing took 45 minutes and the cars 

formed on the grid a full hour before the race was 

flagged away! Usually we would squeeze in a 1 hour 

sprint race just in the time that this was going on! 

The starting grid is always decided by pulling 

numbers out of a hat. Oddly enough the 3 BPCC 

teams found themselves at or near the back for the 

5th time in 5 starts at this race but never mind 

because Chris made an absolutely blinding start, 

ditching Radioactive in traffic, overtaking about 15 

cars on lap 1 in a display worthy of Alan McNish 

himself, and making his way past the cars driven by 

Rory McGrath (once a comedian) and Paddy 

McGuiness (once an actor) by the end of lap three. 

Meanwhile, Radioactive were getting up to speed but 

BAR had suffered a car failure somewhere out on 

track and the first we knew about it was when Darren 

came running through our pit asking “Have you seen 

our car?”. It was shocking luck, particularly for Rob 

who had come all the way from Sketty for one 

competitive racing lap. 

 

Ringwood never settles down –this year there were 

35 cars and 32 of them had drivers with little or no 

recent experience of pedal car racing. 

The local teams tend to do 2 or 3 laps per driver and 

then pit. Push starts are legal here so they don’t lose 

a huge amount of time changing drivers and 

sometimes they emerge from the pit lane at full 

racing speed. To newcomers this is vey difficult to 

get your head around and it is easy to panic. 

We’d been here before though and knew exactly the 

strategy Chris had planned for us – 4 stopping to 

give him 40 minutes of car time and the rest of us 

just over 25 each – and that we were going to run 

our own race and stick to the plan. 

I was third driver this time, taking over just before 

the hour and giving the car up with 40 or so minutes 

remaining. 

 

The circuit was bedlam, and I loved every second! 

The track is narrower and rougher than most we race 

on. The intensity of traffic (cars per metre of track) 

was about the same as Blackbushe or Curborough 

but in the Championship you tend to know the 

opposition and what each car is likely to do in any 

given situation. Here they often don’t know 

themselves and on my 5th lap I was brought to a 

grinding halt against the barrier by a scout who lost 

control of his car as I was lapping him and swung 

into me on the way past. Even in the heat of the 

moment, the irony was not lost that it was BSE’s old 

car that he was driving… 

 

By now we were firmly in the lead group of 4 cars 

along with Radioactive two local teams. The 

Ringwood cars were shorter, narrower, and much 

higher off the ground than ours but their drivers 

were a fair bit bigger than us so they had a load 

more power. Lap after lap they would pull past on 

the straight only to hit the corners with all the poise 

and balance of a pair of rhinoceros attempting an 

Olympic 10 metre synchronised dive. If I went into 

the corner before the pits anything less than ten 

metres behind then I knew I would come out in the 

lead and on one occasion the corner exit speed 

differential was so great that we all ended up 

collecting each other and I might have said a naughty 

word. 

But towards the end of my stint I realised that we 

were in 4th place at worst and within just a couple of 

seconds of Simon Blay who was leading for 

Radioactive. For the first time in the weekend the 

thought entered my mind that we might be on for 

podium. 
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I finished my stint with the car in second and by the 

time Simon handed over to Chris for the run to the 

flag Great Central and Radioactive were a good lap 

clear of the local opposition, who were starting to 

tire, with Radioactive 30 seconds in the lead. 

Then the gap started to come down, first by a 

second or so per lap and then Chris was taking great 

chunks of time out of the lead – once again 16 years 

experience at dealing with traffic proving it’s worth 

in any sports car race – and going into the last three 

laps the two Apollo’s were nose to tail with no one 

else left in contention. 

Going past us for the penultimate time, Chris 

managed to ditch Phil behind a back marker. Phil hit 

the slower car (not hard to be honest) but then 

slowed marginally to apologise, the sight of which 

made Tookey hurl his water bottle at the floor in 

frustration in the Radioactive pit. 

On the final lap the cars came past with hardly 

daylight showing between them. If nothing else we 

were putting on a superb display of close racing for 

the crowds which lined the cobbled streets. But who 

was going to win? 

Down the alley way and into the town square for the 

last time, both cars were absolutely flat out but Chris 

somehow managed to edge ahead to take the flag 

with Phil’s Radioactive machine close enough to be 

virtually pushing him across the line. 

It was Great Central’s first win since September 

2005, an Apollo 1 – 2, a 1 – 2 for BPCC teams and 

the closest local team was 2 laps behind at the 

finish. The only way it could have been any better 

was if BAR had popped up into 3rd place but it simply 

was not their day. 

 

There followed TV and radio interviews for Chris, 

interviews for the local paper (more disbelief that life 

actually exists North of the M3 and that the 

primitives who live there race pedal cars more than 

once a year) and finally the podium and obligatory 
dousing with Champagne. 

The most prestigious race in the country? 

 

Well, possibly. Certainly it isn’t the best race in terms 

of the circuit, the car time per pound spent (both by 

the teams and by the organisers) or the quality of the 

field. 

But in terms of media exposure and entertaining a 

crowd of people on a Sunday afternoon, you have to 

admit that Ringwood ticks both boxes and then 

some. 

The 2008 Magma Mazda British Grand Prix had taken 

two years to organise and had cost as much for 

those 2 hours of racing as two full seasons of the 

Dobson White Partnership British Pedal Car 

Championship. 

Whether the glamour and razzmatazz of the thrash 

round Ringwood is more or less of a sporting event 

than the long haul of endurance racing is entirely a 

matter of opinion. 

 

One thing I do know though – it felt damned good to 
finally win it! 

www.pedalcars.info 
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Great Central Racing Great Central Racing Great Central Racing Great Central Racing –––– 16 seasons of fantastic racing 16 seasons of fantastic racing 16 seasons of fantastic racing 16 seasons of fantastic racing    
 

It was Geoff Brown who started it in February 1991 when he brought a car to our venture scout meeting and let us 

pedal it up and down the path beside the scout hut. I think I was hooked instantly. 7th Rugby “Endeavour” VSU raced 

for the first time at the back end of 1991 at the much missed Wolverhampton East Park and by the end of those 2 

races I knew for certain that this was going to be my sport. 

 

The seeds of wanting to run my own team were sown very suddenly in the middle of 1992 when the venture unit took 

the decision to drop out of the Scunthorpe 24 hour race to concentrate on the following weekend’s Scout Car 

Nationals. To me, at the time that was a simply bizarre decision – not doing 24 hours in order to do some straightline 

sprints and a half hour grand prix? – already it was obvious that the Venture Unit team wasn’t going to cut it. 

 

Luckily for me, Barry Watts had a couple of spare places going in his team for Scunthorpe that year for Simon Gare and 

myself.That was our first time racing in the dusk, through the night, and into the dawn. 

The fact that just typing those words sends a tingle down the spine even now speaks volumes for how much it meant – 

and still means. At the end of that year I left for university and, having spoken with Antony and Chris during the 

summer and somehow conned Phil into thinking this might be a nice idea, the decision to form our own team was 

made. Dave Relton must take the credit for selling us our first car at about half the price he wanted for it and in 
November 1992 a small bright red and somewhat battered Geoff Brown built car arrived. 

There was little time, money (three quarters of the team being at university) or facilities to develop the car and anyway, it 

had already had five years of development from new but we did rebuild all the wheels with 40 spokes instead of 20, 

bucket the seat with some wood and fit an “aero tail” (which fell off). 

Our first race was 15th May 1993 – a six hour at Ince B power station where we took 3rd place due to Crude Engineering 

suffering a mechanical in the closing stages. This set the tone for the next 15 years perhaps... 

 

The team’s almost fanatical attention to detail at the preparation stage was immediately obvious though and the car was 

always rebuilt between races and then nicely turned out in British Racing Green with an ever increasing stock of spares – 

many scrounged from Geoff Brown’s shed. 

It was what it was, a good reliable machine and was practically indestructible, even surviving intact a crash which left me 

unconscious and in hospital in 1994. 

A huge amount of credit to keeping the fledgling team on the track in the early years has to go to my Dad who spent long 

hours standing in the rain, changing tyres, cooking food and treating suburn and damaged ego’s to get the team home in 

fourth place after a real baptism of fire (or rather, of torrential rain) at our first 24 hour race (where we didn’t even have a 
tent!) and drove us around the place for much of our first 2 seasons. 
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There isn’t the page space here to give a run down 

of all 16 seasons that we competed as Great Central 

Racing. We went through some fantastic highs and 

a few real low points.  

I guess the early lows were more to do with the 

state the sport was in when we joined it. 

The cancellation of the 1997 September races 

which we had worked all summer to put a team 

together for was a particular low point but then the 

re-birth of the sport at the start of 1998 – and our 

first endurance race win on that cold March day – 

made up for it. 

 

The 1997 Bolton 24 hour when Chris and I turned 

up late having been to a wedding to find the 

weather absolutely abysmal, our team pit 

containing no way of making a hot drink and the 

car a long way down the order having suffered a 

brake failure was pretty tough then again the win 

we took in that event in 1999 (beating both the 

local teams and the inventive local lap – counters as 

you always had to at Bolton) was a major high. 

 

The first time we ran 2 Apollo’s at Blackbushe in 

2000 stands out as a very good day whilst the 2007 

Europeans where the lack of support meant that we 

had to practically abandon any hope of being 

competitive in order to manage the event itself was 

not a great day for the team. 

Overall, however, the good days have massively out 

weighed the bad and we have generally had a 

fantastic time.  

 

As with most teams, drivers came and went. We had 

a very strong team in 2000 and 2001 with friends 

from Chris’ university joining the fun. Again in 

2005 we enjoyed a fantastic year with the remains 

of that squad joined by a team of young chargers in 

2 car effort. 

 

Getting a 1 – 2 in the first race of that year at Castle 

Combe (when PTO and BSE were probably expected 

to make short work of the field) and then repeating 

this at the Welsh ’24 and in the championship was 

just brilliant. 

More recently it’s been fun going back to being 

basically a “family and friends” team. 

So, why stop now? 

 

We’ve raced in many different and varied places - 

from the full Castle Combe circuit to a school 

playground in Leicester – and in all different 

weathers – from minus four degrees in the middle 

of the night at Curborough to plus thirty five in the 

shade in Italy. 

But, after all this time and all those miles, we feel 

that GCR has had it’s day and it is time for new 

teams and younger drivers to start moving the 

sport onwards. 

To get two wins and third in the championship in 

our final year against quality opposition really has 

put the icing on the cake. 

What I would like to take away from our team’s time 

in the sport is not the races and championships we 

won but rather the way we went about racing. 

I’m not saying we were the first team to carry 

spares of every single part of the car and practice 

changing them quickly, or that we were the first to 

put doors on a fully faired machine to improve the 

time of pit stops (and we are still the quickest 

faired car in the BPCC at that!), or that we were the 

first to use a full scale pit board or fit lights you 

could actually see by to the front of the car. But 

looking at the field now and seeing how many 

teams didn’t used to do all these things who do 

now brings a certain amount of satisfaction. 
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I hardly recognise the sport we joined in 1993. 

The competitiveness of the racing, the quality of the machinery and the professionalism of both the teams and the race 

controllers is simply light years ahead of where it was in those days. 

And the cars we have now are quite simply the best handling, the most aerodynamic and the most fun to drive machines 

that I have ever had the privilege to race in. 

 

I am so proud of what we have achieved and the team spirit which meant that, right up until the last laps of the last race, 

there was no question that we would just go through the motions. 

We were still developing the car during August so it was as competitive as possible at the September races. The night 

before Curborough we switched to a set of Schwalbe Stelvio tyres to try and glean an extra few tenths out of the car and 

the morning of the race we were still checking the spares were in place and making sure the car was absolutely the best it 

could be.  

But, best of all I think, the four people who first clubbed together to get the team on the way in November 1992 were all 

able to sit down and have a drink together 107 races later after the race on Saturday. 

Not many teams keep a core of people quite that long! 

 

We are all still in love with the sport, none of us are disappearing, and there are other projects and challenges on the 

horizon within pedal car racing. (We know what we are doing next and it’s going to be lots of fun.) 

 

But April 5th 2009 will be the first BFPCR sanctioned race since June 1996 where a Great Central Racing car will not appear 

on the start sheet. 

 

To everyone who has helped and supported us through the years (and there are far too many to list here) thank you to all 

of you. 

 

It really has been a hell of a ride! 
 

The final pit stop: 30 minutes remaining and we're still "on it”… 
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BRITISH FEDERATION OF PEDAL CAR RACING 
 

PROVISIONAL RACING CALENDAR – 2009 
 
Including the Dobson White Partnership British Pedal Car Championship 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5th :  100 MILES / 6 HOURS               SHREWSBURY 
(BPCC ROUND 1) 
 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 9th:  10 HOURS (2pm – midnight)   MARGAM PARK 

(BPCC ROUND 2)      (PORT TALBOT) 
Incorporating Welsh Scout Cars?* 

 
 
SATURDAY 27th   –   SHENINGTON 24 HOUR RACE             SHENINGTON 
SUNDAY 28th  JUNE:  (BPCC ROUND 3) 
 
 
SUNDAY, 5TH JULY  SCOUT CAR NATIONALS*   ? 
(to be confirmed) 
 
SUNDAY, 12TH JULY  NEW MILTON GRAND PRIX*   NEW MILTON, HAMPS 
(to be confirmed) 
 
SUNDAY, 19th  JULY:  SILVERSTONE SPRINTS    SILVERSTONE 
(BPCC ROUND 4) (to be confirmed) 
 
 
?LATE AUGUST?  EURPOEAN CHAMPS / 24 HR RACE*  St ETIENNE de CHIGNY 
?(22nd  23rd)?          FRANCE 
 
 
SATURDAY,   1hr + 2hrs + 3hrs     BLACKBSUHE 
5th SEPTEMBER: (BPCC ROUND 5) 
 
 
SUNDAY,   5 HOURS                BLACKBUSHE 
6th SEPTEMBER: (BPCC ROUND 6) 
 
 
SATURDAY, 26th 1hr + 2hrs + 3hrs (day/night race)   CURBOROUGH 
SEPTEMBER  (BPCC ROUND 7)     SPRINT COURSE 
(LICHFIELD) 
 
 
Notes: 
All Dobson White Partnership British Pedal Car Championship events are run by the British Federation of Pedal Car 
Racing. 
Whilst every effort is made to provide good information here, the BFPCR cannot be held responsible for the other 
events listed (marked with an asterix) or any inaccuracies in the information relating to them. 
BRITISH FEDERATION OF PEDAL CAR RACING,  P.O. Box 3039; SHEFFIELD; S6 2XZ 
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